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G.B. REMOVALS 
House, Office & Flat moves etc. 
Local Non Local 
Part Load to Single item, pianos 
Prompt Reliable Service 
Large Van with Tail Lift 
Contact: Gary — Sonning Common 


T: 0118 924:2763-—-190799,070 7125 
HOUSEHOLD CLEARANCES 


(REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER) 


WATER SOFTENERS 


M.P. SOFTENERS 


Enjoy the benefits of soft water. 


Top quality softeners supplied and 
professionally installed. 
Sales, Service, Block Salt delwered 


TEL: 0118 941 OS69 
07967 OO9SS3SE or 
O118 972 3773 
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KITCHENS e INTERIORS 


VATS] e@]U arse) alalialemsiale\ivicele)aak 
, 8b Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA 
Tel 0178°959 9919 
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“Make-up & Lessons 
Aromatherapy Facials 
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0118 972.3157 - 


WW chilternbeauty.co. uk Loe 





Pe a 
Janet Copp I. H.B.C 
9 Sedgefield Close, Son | 





SONNING COMMON 
PRE-SCHOOL 


GROVE ROAD wm Ue © 
SONNINGCOMMON §@ “wy # a°g 


01138 972 4760 he 


We are a happy friendly pre-school 9 
welcoming children from 2 years 

6 months, to come and learn through Q 
play. We have a purpose built building 8 
& extensive play garden. 





Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00pm 
After School Club sessions are 3.00pm - 6.00pm 





Adam's Pest Control 


Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common 
Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes. _.. 
Available 7 days aweek. —« Fe 
BPCA Oualified and Fully Insured 





Call 0118 9723709 or 0784 9342690 ‘a 


www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk 


february: march 2012 





The editoriqi group from | 
Joan Grummani, Christi 


krom 


cg the ediforial group 


Welcome to 2012 and the first magazine of the year. This issue has been 
put together by the editorial team pictured above, who are holding the 
fort until a new editor can be appointed! They will continue to support the 
new editor when s/he is appointed. 


A tt 
eft to right? J o} BB, 
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akteyalte andi Diana Pearr an 


Joining the editorial team would be a good way of finding out what is involved in putting the 
magazine together and what would be expected from the editor! 


This edition takes a look back at some, of the many, events that took place in our village over 
the Christmas season and highlights some future ones — beginning with the photo on our front 
cover which records the arrival of the Olympic torch at Sonning Common Primary School. 


The torch signals the start of the events planned at the school for 2012, aimed at increasing 
the young people's participation in a variety of sports. 

This year also marks the celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, so 2012 promises to 
be busy. More news of these events will appear in future issues. 


In putting this edition together, we have noticed the wealth of community activity that exists 
in our village and how useful it is that people email that information to be included in the 
magazine. Please keep sending it to editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org 


some of the articles are soecial features, for example, the In Focus section on Sue Ryder and 
the work of her Nettlebed Home. It is noticeable that a theme running through this particular 
issue is that of the ‘Big Society’ where so many of you give so much of your time to good causes 
and the need that exists, with many further requests in this issue, for that work fo continue... 


A belated wish to you alll for a very happy and healthy New Year! ay 
eed 


DIANA PEARMAN Temporary Editor 
Email: editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org 
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WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PRINTED IN THIS MAGAZINE, 
THE EDITOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
ERRORS THAT OCCUR. 
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In Focus: 
The Sue Ryder story 
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CHAIRMAN 

Geoffrey Adams 
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DIARY DATES 

Helen Barker 
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ADVERTISING 

John Pearman 
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would have scored 10s from the Strictly Come 
Dancing judges! 


The students performed under the guidance of 
drama teacher Maz Baxter and former teacher 
Barbara Crawshaw, who came out of retirement 
specially, and brought it all together on the night. 


The school should be very proud of the whole 
production, and the PTA for providing the bar. 
Our family certainly enjoyed our evening out. 





On Your Feet treasure hunts for half price! 

All funds raised will be shared between Sue 
Ryder Care Nettlebed Hospice and Sonning 
Common Primary School. In 2011 a staggering 
6,602 miles were cycled, and over £3,500 was 
raised for Sue Ryder - Nettlebed Hospice, and 
sonning Common Primary School. 


Thank you Chiltern Edge! 
CHRISTINE ATKINSON 





Guillaume Gougeon as Oliver and Martha 
Haskins as Nancy had lovely voices and 
performed their solo pieces admirably. Stuart 
Martin was a truly authentic Fagin with a very 
gravelly voice. My four year old daughter hid 
her face from the scenes with Bill Sykes wno was 
played with vigour by Scoft Taylor. The dancing 
was terrific and James Mitchell and Jenny Card, 
who co-ordinated much of the choreography, 





An exciting new event is to be run alongside Penny Snowden from the organising 

the bike rides for 2012. The OYB team have committee said “Every penny of each eniry 
launched ‘On Your Feet’ comprising two fee is donated directly to the charities along 
Treasure Hunts (1 and 3 miles) round the with all soonsorship monies, raffle ticket sales 
village created specially for us by local and proceeds from refreshments.” 
company ‘Curious About...’ 





All the details including how to enter 
SO if you are really keen then those who enter can be found on the website: 
On Your Bike will have the chance to do the www.onyourbikesonningcommon.co.uk 





Despite the current grim economic situation 2010 
Goring, Woodcoie & District Lions Club 
Sonning Common 1 £401.00 
are pleased to announce they collected 
a grand total of 3,300 during their pre- Sonning Common 2 £303.00 Christmas Day Lunch was held in the village hall for the third 


Christmas tour of South Oxfordshire villages £321.00 successive year thanks to Chrissie Phillips-Tilbury and Jill Vallis and 


Sonning Common 3 


with Santa Claus this year. This was achieved 
with very many thanks to continued public 
support and help from leaders of Goring 
Heath Scouts and Guides groups. 


Opposite are figures for the village collections 
for this and last year. Santa was able to do much 
better in the milder weather than last year. 








their team of helpers. 


some 50 expectant villagers sat down to enjoy a full turkey dinner with all the 
trimmings, followed by Christmas pudding or trifle. The hall and tables were 
decorated in festive style. There were crackers, sherry and wine and a small gift of 
homemade preserves for everyone. 


Jill produced a fine meal, served to table by the helpers before they joined the 
guests to eat. And there were second helpings for those who could manage 
more. The atmosphere was relaxed and jovial with plenty of time for chat among 
friends old and new. All in all a very pleasant way to soend Christmas Day. 


Thanks to Chrissie and Jill. 





22 February Ash Wednesday (the first Day of 
Lent) 8pm service at Christ the King. 


29 February Lent course for five Wednesdays 
at Christ the King at 2pm or 7.30pm. 


“Handing on the Torch — Sacred words 
for a secular world”; 


course material includes an audio tape 
containing five 14-minute radio-style starters [to 
promote group discussion], with questions put 
to a team of panellists - Clifford Longley, Rachel 
Lampard, Archbishop Sentamu, Bishop Graham 
Cray. The five sessions are: A Christian Country? 
— A secular Society — A Beleaguered Church? — 
Competing Creeds? — Handing on the Torch. 
Everybody is welcome at these meetings (you 
don't have to be a church memben), which will 
end with Night Prayer. The study is not too intense, 
nobody is forced to speak, and we do offer a 
Cuppa and a biscuit or two! 
















hare 6 BONNER LOCKSMITHS 
— 4. ps : | INSURANCE APPROVED 
rp hortateperiniercbh Bo ; , : DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 


SMALL LOCAL WORKSHOP |p! 2 BY oo PT tf Gc Ff AS 3 
‘Work carried out for local gallery oO a ‘k rove . — — “Ss -. Com ene nsive oye CHANG ED OR UPGRADED (BS3621) 
in ‘ =. 29 Pa Ce nAhons ] Tt me ’ ft 
ee Garden’ Services a i ee  — 4 + ~Full contact lens service i HS rg hat te ISES 
| vase . : 7 ——_— a. Pree specs for children : : 
Mounts cut for existing frames LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT) . ees A - «Extensive range of FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 


| FENCING « TURFING « PATIOS « HEDGING . ca ‘ail designer frames . | : TCCDUICE | 
Old photographs restored WATER FEATURES —-— Sess Main agent for “ciss ALLAREAS COVERED i CALLOUT SERVICE: 
Forel collecisoet delivery = = and KRodenstock lenses | | | = | 3 Epis it 
Contact Colin Ward 01189722075 as James Watkins 01491 680216 cM cockssiirt 
pect aea ethan bdietnd brett lol  CRESTWELLHOUSE (SIL 
Beech Lane, RGS OPX ® Woodcote Nr. Reading 


‘Oak Grove’ * 13 Grove Road * Sonning Common * Berkshire RG4 9RH 0 1 1 $ 947 2099 


Telephone: 0118 972 2659 www. robinjames.co.uk PRoprRieToR: 8, J. BONNER 


+4 Church St, Caversham, Reading (opposite Waitrose) 
ce Nutra Sis | pan Ne IDOLE ty C, JONES | 


& HEATING Domestic Electrical & Solar Power 


Enabling a woman to have the most satisfying Telephone: Kidmore End 0118 972 2028 ie 4 Does a cu ries iat ai: 
and empowered time during pregnancy, birth a or el All aspects of Plumbing & Me | : WV | »CO, 


and early days as a new mother , ner , ale 
— EVERYTHING FOR THE eens NCUA nel wed acct 
For a free no obligation consultation HANDYMAN & BUILDER | 








Free porking 





Second Nurture Doula Services 








gts : 7 one: 011 * 
0118 973 3394 Mob: 0788 2737402 

| ! PyTép 4 | Email: sparks@redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
E-mail: callie@secondnurture.co.uk Bishopsland Farm * Peppard Road | MOBILE: ae NT NAPIT 


Call: 07765 773008 / 01189 462142 | | Dunsden * RG4 ONR | ah 0771 110 9077 Ganer Peck vue Electrical | 


Visit: www.secondnurture.co.uk 
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Computer Problems? 


Is your PC outdated, misbehaving, virus infected? 


Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, 
Data Recovery & Migration, Virus Cleaning, 
Networking, Broadband and much more. 





Byways Dental Practice Call Robin Piercey rol: pappeaie ne | 


at Influential Computers on Kidbvs Yard, 28 K ands Road 
oe Sa Kiearad oan idbys Yard, 28 Kennylands Road 
Quality Care Dedicated Team 01491 680036 Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 9J7 
i Sa il seni iataaaiies: Tans matin raiaa satin PUI VAVAVATIVE TERY ce nnntcimeeyin www.kidbys.co.uk Fax: 0118 972 10 02 
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“spines . ae GRAHAMS: paintin & Decorating - Fascias & Soffits . ‘ ; : 
+ All aspects of general dentistry MAI aagenanie — Se é a’ SPRUCE NV AINTEN ANCE SERVICE 








+ Jeeth whitenin i und cosmetics 
S Fitted Bathrooms - Floor & Wall Tiling - Fencing & Decking 


+ NES for children & ites Wood & Laminate Flooring- Sheds Supplied & Fitted For all your property maintenance requirements 

full-time education Garden Maintenance - Guttering & Flat Roofing etc... including, decorating inside and out, paper 

+ Affordable payment plans FREE ESTIMATES0118 972 3114 hanging, wall & floor tiling, carpentry, hand 

+ Flexible opening times ’ — painted kitchens and furniture, water damaged 
; anne Syways Denta sae silingos & | + we Joadne 4 oc 

ss imple free cour parking : Biecinbives ia ia = mT) a ie ip ! ceilings & Insurance work. Hedge and grass 


cutting services. 10% OFF with THis VOUCHER 
CHILDREN’S PLAYROOM 


CUTS - £10.00 GRADES - £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00 


» Ceilings « Walls« Dry ining: Render ng Ts Tied 

*Penble Razhing «Patch Repair Work ROB SMITH 
ener F cacrees ‘ummarian FT Call Jamie on 01189 242861 - 0118 97 CUTS & BLOW DRY - £10.00 RESTYLE - £15.00 

ry sf asl at) ‘ath i | i a id yet 4 A crt fae le : } 

SAS oeeer en: Teeae opus (>= Orlemaill: jicow plastering a hotmail coluk TEL: 0118 972 4560 SENIOR CITIZEN - £7.00 BEARD TRIM £4.00 








The changes are to be phased in over 
three years, starting in April. 


The inequality of the council’s decision 
has angered campaigners. Ros Varnes, 
chair of the Friends of Sonning Common 
Library group, said: “The council's decision 
favours some libraries at the expense of 
others, many of which are in rural, isolated 
communities. 


“We are bitterly disappointed that Sonning 
Common has been placed in the bottom 
category of provision. We do not believe 


The Public Inquiry was held over three days. 
The Parish Council, represented by Barrie 
Greenwood argued strongly against the 
granting of planning permission and two 
residents, Simon Atkinson and Henry Pott also 
represented the views of the residents living 
adjacent to the site on Kennylands Road. 


The Inspector at the Public Inquiry soent most 
of the three days listening to detailed cross 
examinations of the expert witnesses and 

he visited the site on the Friday morning. 

He saw the site from three of the residents 





the county has provided a viable, long- 
term solution for the future of Sonning 
Common library.” 


she said the Friends group had 
campaigned for budgetary cuts to be 
shared among alll libraries in Oxfordshire; or, 
if the County council was unwilling to share 
the cuts, to move Sonning Common to 

the second tier of provision where if would 
receive more professional stoff. 


Councillor Keith Mitchell, the leader of 
Oxfordshire County Council, said: “We have 
recognised the strength of public feeling 
about libraries and have come up with a 
compromise which we believe is viable. 


“The Library Service will now work with the 
oublic to establish a sustainable future for 
each of the 21 libraries wnere volunteers will 
contribute towards staffing levels.” 


homes/gardens and then walked on the 
public footpath down by Kidby’s, along the 
permissive path and then returned cross the 
AONB field from Kidmore End. He took this 
route to judge the impact, on the area of 
outstanding natural beauty, that might be 
caused by a housing development on the 
edge of Sonning Common. He will consider 
all of this information over the next four 
weeks and then will give his decision. 





The Neighbourhood Plan is part of the recommendations in the Localism Act, which will 


enable communities to decide the future of the places where they live, for example, where 


new homes or businesses should be builf and what they should look like. 


The Plan must generally be in line with local and national planning policies. Once the Plan is 


prepared there will be a local referendum and residents who are registered to vote in local 


elections will be entitled to vote in the referendum. 


If more than 50% of people voting support the Plan then the local authority must bring it in to 


force. The Neighbourhood Plan carries statutory legal weight. 


This is a great opportunity for us to shape and influence our local environment, for example 


the location of new homes. 


It is the beginning of a long process and all residents will be invited to give their input at 
workshop sessions, open events and in questionnaires over the coming monihs. 


If you are interested in joining the group, please contact the Chairman, Barrie Greenwood, 
through the Parish Clerk in the village hall or email clerk@sonningcommonparisncouncil.org. Uk. 


Cllr Dirk Jones has prepared and 
actioned a Snow Plan, salt and snow 
shovels have been bought for the use of 
volunteers in the event of heavy snow. 


The Parish Council will liaise with the 
allotment holders to work efficiently with 
them and identify their needs. Neglected 
plots have been rotivated and as a result, 
all the plots are now let. 


It has been agreed in principle that 

a working party of prisoners, under 
supervision, may be used to work at the 
allotments. 


The Clerk Philo Collings is working closely 
with the Co-operative Society to provide 





more car parking soace and to remind 
them of their resconsibility to keep the car 
park usable throughout the bad weather. 


We are awaiting the delivery of more 
litter bins. 


Councillor Greenwood is chairing a 
Neighbourhood Plan Working Party to 
safe guard the interests of the village, 
specifically in new housing policy. 


The Council is actively looking for land to 
rent or buy on the outskirts of the village 
and the clerk has made arrangements 
to meet local land owners. 
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live in the village” she said. n 
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WIN THE GARDEN 


Established 19865 

Now in Stoke Row 
All types of design, construction, 
maintenance and improvements. 


Tel: 01491 641311 
Mob: 07810 112411 


Established Before 1879 


TOMALIN 
AND SON 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FUNERAL SERVICE 


ANDERSON HOUSE 
38 READING ROAD « HENLEY-ON-THAMES 
Telephone: 01491 573370 


y Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
*, GOLDEN CHARTER 


YOUR NEW LOCAL 
MoT TEST STATION 


EST 1998 
FAN SERVICES PWR 
SERVICES 


——e MOT TESTING 

SERVICING & REPAIRS 

ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS 

VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING 
LASER FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT 


Rt dihihdasii danced 
Tel: 01491 628866 


www-.hennellvehicleservices.co.uk 


Unit 19 Greys Green Business Centre | 
Rotherfield Greys, Henley-on-Thames afvndine 
Oxon RGI 4QG 


01491 682412 
07808 162985 


« Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires 
* New installation work 

* Fuse board changes 

* Lighting advice and installation 











E. T. Sheppard 


MONUMENTAL 
MASON 


SINCE 1940 


Brochures on request or visit our Showroom at: 


36 Reading Road *« Henley-On-Thames 


Telephone: 01491 574644 


o— JJC Electrical Services Limited 





Jerry Cole | 
Telephone: 07834 346 487 


E-mail: j 





Website: www.jjcelecservitd.co.uk 


ELECSA 





T’ai chi for Health 


Kidmore End War Memorial Hall 
Reades Lane, Sonning Common 


Tuesday 9.30-10.30 
During term time 


Chen style Tai chi in a friendly informal class 
Improve your stamina, balance, 
strength & co-ordination 


For further information 
please ring Debbie on 07802 347943 
www.debbiepage.org 








Functional Physio 


Back pain 
sae 
Sonning Common Health Centre ee 
Sports injuries 
Chartered “Phrysiotherapists 
Jo Pereira MCSP a 
Catherine Matthews MCSP ane 
e Sprains 
Flexible appointments otal 
TI Headache 
Clinic: 01189 722 745 
Pre/Post op 


www.functionalpfysio.co.uk 
fi aad Pre/Post natal 


Pilates 


Family Hairdressing 
In the comfort fpr Yr own hole > | 1! 





0118 972 1074 


Fully qualified in all aspec rs\if hairdressing 





T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING 


e Installation * Maintenance «Service ¢ Repair 
Boiler replacement, heating system upgrade & 
adaptations, power flush. 

Hot water cylinder replacement. 


All plumbing work undertaken. 
Bath/Shower rooms, water softeners-salt supplied. 


eNo call out charge ¢Free-estimates «Fully insured 


Tel: 0118 9724097 
Mob: 07800 914.880 


225032 


———————————————————EEE ee 
Stafford & Son 

Local Garden & Building 
Maintenance Services 

Offering services in all aspects of zar- 

den and grounds maintenance, be it 

large or small. 

Interior and exterior building mainte. Andrew Stafford 
nance, including gutter repairs and 

clearing, CallOl4at 64211 
General handyman / “man with van" Mob.O7 8299501 37 


services. All jobs considered at competi- 
live rates. 





HEATH & WATKINS 


HARDWARE, PAINT, TOOLS, GARDEN ACCESSORIES, BEDDING PLANTS 
AND SHRUBS, PRE-PACKED COAL THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
MIAIN AGENTS FOR SUTTONS SEEDS. 


SHEARS HOLLOW-GROUND & SHARPENED. 
ALL TYPES OF KEYS CUT. 


CYCLE SPARES & REPAIRS & EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL 


414 Woop LANE, SONNING COMMON 
@ KIDMORE END 0118 972 2107 


Mr Fixit 


Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything! 
All building maintenance and repairs, interior / exterior. 
Decorating, Floor / Wall Tiling, Plumbing, Electrical, 
Woodwork, Glazing. 

Specialist Paint Effects and sympathetic restoration 
for older properties. 

Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories refurbished. 
Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing, 
Hedge and Tree Cutting. 

Sheds and outbuildings repairs and maintenance 
No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates 


07752 759908 








) gunningplumbing.com 


* plumbing « healing = gas = 


ALL DOMESTIC PLUMBING, HEATING, & GAS WORK 
INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS, & EMERGENCIES 


CAVERSHAM BASED 
GAS SAFE REGISTERED ENGINEER 
SERVING READING & THE SURROUNDING AREA 


CALL ANDREW ON 07815 304 931 
www.gunningplumbing.com 
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ire.gov.uk/adultlearning Oya erga ee 


New for 2012 
for adults: 
the Adult Leami : free English and M 
mining Cen athematic | 
Mathematics skills fo Ne Would you like to gain esse i Classes in 
study or helpin r getting into employment, goi ntial English and 
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Usually atteng aie Music — 


SPRING FAIR & OPEN DAY 
Saturday 17 March 2012 

10am -1pm 
Sonning Common Village Hall 
© OUR OPEN DAY 


PLEASE COMET 
gemen's, fpooks 


e home produce: flower Arran 


° giant rattle and tomboola 


e craft table, face painting and 
for the children 
‘nave a go 


soft TOY tombola 


¢ handicrafts — 
e see OUTINg opportunities theatres, gardens, places 
of interest 


e Free coffee, Tea and biscuits 


e Village Hall on ihe 31d 
welcome tO 
OUrAage 


s are held in th 
ach monn. Visitors Ole 
ur Open DAY may enc 


Our meeting 


Thursday of € 
attend and We hope O 


some Of YOU to join US. 
Sgturday | 7 March — out ine 
forward 10 welcoming you! 


date in yout diary. We look 


Sonning Common WI: 
ie Million 


President: Jacki 
Secretary: Jenny Titchener 
Contact details: 


magazine 


Year 6 are re-cycling 


Eynd raising for SONNING exojaniancesa! Primary 
We collect Wivevo olilalicg cartridges: spectacles, 
cables wiih the plugs removed, broken Of 
Mavcelalizze jewellery and watches, costume 
jewellery and mobile phones. 


Why? 


because. 


e itis an eco way to pay for our school 


-friendly 


your items into the school office 


Please bring 
sloury’s Actives Kids 


PLUS Tesco's youcherts relare MOLL 
BUYING FNNY Al sca ON-LINE, please go via WWW. 
schooltunds.co-uk to your normal retailer's site, 

nate SCPIA and we recelve commission. 

INEOR Ce)! rexe)anl exe ay purchases: business trips. family 
holidays please ask your employer fo use Sschoolfunds 


fo lave) nominate Yoyaraliar®, oxe)aniaaleua ol rele) 


raveyaall 


Our address is: 
Toyalaliale) oxoyanlantelsl Primary School, Grove PYeroler 
70) a) 


Yo) araliare, Common, R 


Nave hele email adaress Is: 


A ot go@sonning-common oxon son YE 


Pilates Gasses 


Caversham, Emmer Green and Sonning 
Inc. Pink Ribbon Program for Post-Op Breast Cancer 


07939 232665 





AVIA 


LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION 


WwWwW.avialandscapes.co.uk 


* Design and Build * Maintenance ¢ Brickwork 
*Patios * Decking * Water Features ° Irrigation 
“Fencing * Plant Supply. 


T: 01189 722 181 E: tony@avialandscapes.co.uk 


COLLINS, DRYLAND 
& THOROWGOOD LLP 
SOLICITORS 


announce that as from 4th October 2010 


Mrs Wendy Holmes will be working from our office at 
12 Hart Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU 


Telephone: 01491 572323 
email: wendyholmes@collins-dryland.co.uk 





Bathroom Suites, Toilets, Basins 
Showers, Radiators and Repairs 
Full Interior & 
Exterior Decorating 
Wallpapering 


— 


a 


Ya TEXT UREPLUS - ‘N > 
- Free Estimates “ 
Interior & Exterior Decorating 
Plastering, Artexing, & Coving 
Solving Artex problems /Floor & wall Tiling 
Kitchens, Bathrooms, and P Certified Electrician 
COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS 


CBT Registered /30 Years Experience /NHBC Awarded 
Adrian Brown 
Tel: 0118 9721442/Sonning Common/Mobile: 07880 542363 
Email: textureplus.adrian@btopenworld.com 
Website: www.textureplus.co.uk 





Kd Andrew Page Oak, 


1g everything oak 





Oak framed garages and outbuildings to enhance 
your property. Garden rooms, oak furniture and 
joinery, all made fo your : n 
exact requirements. af 
Oak timber for ~~ 
builders and DIY 4%) 





idsieniome patie: couk 01491 828207 
www.andrewpaqgeoak.co.uk 


Personal Trainer 


Do you want to make a lasting change? Lose weight, tone up 
or get fit and healthy? 
With a personalised programme alongside the support and 
motivation that you never had before, we can achieve 4 
your health and fitness goals together. * 
Be Fit for Life 


1: 07760 67205 
ail: info@onefitlife.. 
vw.onefitlife.n 





AXo | al=X=) Ac WAC 14001 @ am Da laatomelele)e)i (sxe, 
Floor Levelling & Plastering 
Free Estimates & Advice 


PAINTERS & DECORATORS 
GUTTER REPAIRS & REPLACEMENT 
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Richard McQuillan BDS 
e Your local family friendly practice 

e Routine general dentistry 

e Affordable dental plans with Denplan 
e Children seen on the NHS 

e Tooth whitening 

e Cosmetic dentistry and Implants 

e Ample free parking 


Now taking on new patients 
Baty imAiai iz Seat AA ea l LI 
Saturday and evening a tment lable 
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ee 
Specialist in Slating, bene yts | 
Tiling and Flat Roofs Per 
All work guaranteed Car Gail 
AEN 
(sae | Telephone: 
ees) 01491 576 463 


PODIATRY CLINIC 


Professional treatment & advice for your feet 
Contact 
Heidi Snookes-Owen 
PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST 


B.Sc., D.Pod.M., S.R.Ch., M.Ch.S. 
HPC REGISTERED 


0118 972 4742 





A child's first steps into education within a caring environment 


We are a small, friendly pre-school caring for children from 2 years 6 
months to 5 years in a beautiful village setting. Various sessions available. 


We are OFSTED inspected and registered for Early Years Funding. 


| For more information, please call Louise on 0118 924 2740 


Registered Charity number 104-6030 
The Parish Rooms, Wood Lane, Kidmore End, Reading, R64 988. 
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The house itself has had an interesting history. 
Originally named Joyce Grove it is a Grade 

Il listed building constructed in 1904/05 by a 
London building firm who went on to build 
Guildford Cathedral in the 1950s. 


Robert Fleming, a successful Scottish banker, 
had the house built as a family home. He is 
better Known as the grandfather of the author 
lan Fleming creator of the James Bond 
legend. lan was known fo visit and stay at 
Joyce Grove as a child and is said to have 
met many characters during these visits wno 
inspired his later stories. 


And what of Sue Ryder herself — well she 
has been described as one of the most 
remarkable women of the twentieth century. 
Born in 1924, in Leeds, and the youngest of 
nine, her earliest experiences of charitable 
work happened when she was just six years 
old. She started helping her mother with relief 
work for the poor in the local slum areas. 


At the start of World war Il Sue, aged 15 years, 
lied about her age and volunteered for the 
First Aid Yeomanry. By the time she was 17 with 
the Special Operations Executive, she was 
assisting Polish and other Eastern European 
resistance fighters, often at risk fo her own life. 


At the end of the war in 1945 she stayed on 
in Poland to work with concentration camp 
survivors. The first care home for the sick 
and disabled soon followed, St Christopher's 
in Germany. 


Her contribution in galvanising the Polish 
people at a time of desolation and despair 
was recognised in 1978 when Sue was 
honoured with the title Lady Ryder of Warsaw. 
she was also awarded Poland's highest 
medal of valour. 


still only 29, a small legacy allowed Sue Ryder 
to convert her mother’s house in Suffolk into 

a home for 40 disabled or political refugees 
from Europe. It was the first of her UK Sue 
Ityder Homes. 


Over the next 40 years she personally oversaw 
the creation of over 90 homes in the UK, 


After marrying the dashing war hero Leonard 
Cheshire in 1959, together they set up the 
separate Ryder-Cheshire Foundation which 
is still going strong today supporting the 
healthcare and other needs of sufferers from 
asthma, epilepsy, leprosy and dementia. 


Awarded a peerage in 1978, Lady Sue, 
Baroness Ryder of Warsaw, continued to throw 
herself into relief work. Finally succumbing to 
cancer, she died aged 76 in November 2000. 


Her legacy of compassion still continues and 
as important, the commitment to providing 
care every minute of every hour of every day, 
or as we might say today 24/7 care. 


Advances in healthcare mean that people 
with life-threatening diseases now live much 
longer, also palliative care is not solely focussed 
on cancer patients. Other chronic and 
progressive illnesses including brain disease, 
motor neurone disease, Multiple sclerosis, heart 
attacks and strokes are all conditions which 
can benefit from a palliative care approach 
offered by the Sue Ryder Home. 


Perhaps the most important testimonial to 
the Sue Ryder Home are the many, many 
expressions of gratitude from both patients, 
their families and friends for the care and 
support they have received and to quote 
sue Ryder herself ...“Anyone who has the 
trauma of nursing a sick loved one will 
understand why everyone there has striven 
so hard to make the Sue Ryder Home at 
Nettlebed a place of peace, where every 
care can be given fo the patient.” 


The move from Nettlebed is planned for 
early in 2014 and its location will provide 
much improved transport links for friends and 
families. One snag in the plan is where to 
relocate the highly regarded donated goods’ 
sales and the ever popular bonfire and 
Firework night. 


Any ideas for new locations for these well- 
established community based events would 
be greatly appreciated by the Fundraising 
Team at Sue Ryder. 


Talking of fund raising, 1.5 million has to 
be raised each year through voluntary 
activities - the sales and fireworks must 
continue... 


There is a continuing search for new 
volunteers to assist in the various fund raising 
events or even launch their own small 

scale money raising venture such as coffee 
mornings, dedicated stalls at village fetes, 
sponsored events 


If you can help, even on a one off basis 
please do contact the Fundraising Team on 
01491 641070. 


Two upcoming events worth a look are the 
Febru-hairy Challenge in February and the 
Hadrian’s Wall Trek in April. 








| on ~~ Europe, Africa and the Commonwealth. These 
1 ) LJ i - are supported by over 500 Sue Ryder shops 
KIA ? e TAA At Gf 7 and thousands of dedicated volunteers. 





High quality education and child care under the 
Early years foundation stage (EVFS) for children 
4 months to 5 years 


* Good OFSTED report 
® Pre-school sessions available 
® Open all year, Monday to Friday, 7am te 7pm 
® Flexible fours 
® Farly years education grants available 


® Curriculum includes French, Music & Movement 
and Thames valley Gym 


*Amall friendly and personal care in 
Sonning Common 


For further information, please ask for the manager 
on Oii8 972 4783, or visit our website. 


werd Vi eseries, COnF 


emails: info alphabetdaynurseries. com 
—-y* SERVICES 


‘OEI8 967 359 
Digital TV freesat.,. Sky HD, 





WINDOWS + DOORS + CONSERVATORIES 
FASCIA + SOFFITS ¢ GUTTERING # CLADDING 


Use your Local Installer with 25 
years experience 


For a FREE quotation 
Call Mike Dockree on 
07785928190 or 0118 972 4376 


All window and door 
installations carry a 10 year 
guarantee and the finished 
product is independently 
inspected with all 
certificates 


FASCIA ¢ SOFFITS ¢ GUTTERING ¢ CLADDING 





HELPLINE LANDSCAPE SERVICES 


Lanagsctaping = Dasign, Constr cticn, Garden mane over, 
Groundwork - Clearance, Foobrys, Cranage, Grading. 
Timber WOFK =" Gileways, Desking, Arches. Pergola, Sarooe 
Fencing - Panel Coss Boot. Wire wissh, Steck fence 
Gardenttg.- Moving, Weeding, Pruning, Gaarance 

Tree Work -  fclling, Lopping, Proting Ciearance 
Driveways. - sGrivelpPaved“Bnek-corcrete 


sonningcommon 


magazine 


All are invited To the Women's 
World Day of Prayer 


FRIDAY 2 MARCH 2012 


Groups of Christian churches get together 
each year, throughout the world for a 

one hour service prepared by women 

of different countries. Sonning Common 

is in the Peppard and District group and 
the participating churches are the Stoke 
Row Chapel, Springwater Congregational 
Church, Christ the King, St Jonn the Baptist 
and All Saints’ CE Churches and 

st Michael's Catholic Church. 


This year it is the turn of St Michael's 
Catholic Church, Peppard Road, Sonning 
Common, to host the local service on 
Friday 2 March from 2-3 om. The women 





of Malaysia have prepared the service 
and their theme is “Let Justice Prevail”. 
Over 3 million people world wide will be 
praying and worshipping together during 
the day, beginning when the first service 

is held in the Queen Salote Girls’ School in 
Tonga and continuing around the world 
until the final service, some 35 hours later. 
By then the day will have been celebrated 
in over 170 countries and more than 6,000 
services will have been held in the British 
Isles alone. 


Although organised by women, this is 
essentially a day of prayer for everybody, 
demonstrating our solidarity with our sisters 


and brothers in other countries and all are 
welcome to attend. 


Do come along and join us. Our speaker 
will be Ann Pawson, who is an Indian 
Malaysian, now living locally and involved 
with the Soringwater Congregational 
Church. 


Refreshments will be available after the 
ceremony and assistance with travel can 
be arranged by telephoning me on 
0118 972 3982. 


SHIRLEY RIXON 
Secretary, Peppard and District WWDP 
Committee 


Snows of Yesteryear 


g remarkable man who lived in our village 


As the Austria-Hungary Empire 
collapsed at the end of World 
War 1 in 1918, Ewald Osers born 


Ewald wrote poetry and translated literary 
works having done so since he lived in 


Prague. Translating poetry was his favourite 


Ewald outlived his wife by eight short 
monihs. She was the Editor of the Sonning 
Common magazine for two years and 


Ponds.- Waterfealures, Ponds Rudls 
Patios - ‘Sisk Stone: Pavers, Bock. 
Log's-for sala -  Coandspinto sie 


Chair for another eight. Ewald wrote about 
Mary's significant contribution to this aspect 
of village life in the magazine's April/May 


in 1917 became one of the and for which he had a natural aptitude 
youngest citizens of the new and ‘without conscious effort a translated 
Czechoslovakia. His autobiography _ !ne...would stand ready in my mind’ 


Freesat and freeview 
DAB & FM aerials 


Pe ed Oey A at 


14 Odiham Avenue RG4 6PU 


Cavershamaerials@gmail.com 
wWww.caversham-aerials.co.uk 


We have been trading in the village for over 40 years 
We have old fashioned friendly Service 
We can’t stock everything but we can get most things 
for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00 


COME AND SEE US !! 


Animal Feed 
Frozen M eat 
Farm Feeds 


Animal Well Being 
Wild Birds 

Ponds 

Farm Animals 
Domestic Animals 
Wild life 

Toys and Beds 


Tel/Fax. 0118-9721342 


Email: chriscolbeck@btinternet.com 





You may be surprised 
we now stock 


> 
{ OTSWOLD B:- 
( ae ae oe ee ee 


Also We Sell 
MEM BERSHIP for 
SHIPLAKE & BINFIELD 
ANGLING CLUB 





‘Snows of Yesteryear’ published in 
2007 tells his story. 


Born of Jewish parents, his mother died at 
Auschwitz in 1942 he spoke German and 
Czech at home and became a British 
citizen in 1941. Languages were always 
his passion, although he studied Science 
at University College where he met his wife 
Mary Harman. 


During WW11 he was recruited by the 
BBC to work at its top secret Monitoring 
service at Evesham, which later moved 
to Caversham Park. He remained with the 
BBC for 40 years. 


is how he described his work in Snows 
of Yesteryear. 


In 2004 he said ‘having published 144 
books I'd like to try for 150°. A goal he 
reached as did his aim to be 90 years old. 


He moved to Sonning Common in 1945 
living first in Kennylands and then in a 
bungalow he had built in Reades Lane. 
He was a regular member of the Tuesday 
Health Walks, wnen he was already in 

his 80's. Anne Symons recalls his good 
Company and said ‘anyone who walked 
with him was assured of a really interesting 
conversation’. 


2011 edition. 


While she had the local reputation his was 
internationally known, as a poet, author 
and translator. He died in October 201 1 
leaving behind a son and daughter. 





Ever fancied playing bowls but didn’t Know where fo start? How about giving it 
a try at our open afternoon on Sunday 15 April? Please arrive at our Gallowstree 
Road green (behind the Memorial Hall) between 2pm and 3pm. 


We will be there fo help you learn the basics and to enjoy the friendly atmosphere of 
our mixed club. All you need to bring with you is a pair of flat soled shoes and your sense 
of humour. 


If you would like to find out more why not visit our website (www.peppardbowls.com) or ring 
our Membership Secretary on 0118 924 2617. 


We are always keen to welcome new members so what are you waiting for — give us a try! 


Read what our members think of the club. 


David Jean & Barry 


Ramsay Liz & Jonn 


Diana & John Janet 








From singing 
mternational pop 

hits mm the Eighties to 
founding Sam Brown's 
International Ukulele 
Club of Sonning 
Common in 2010, Sam 
Brown ’s music career 
has been anything but 
typical. Ros Varnes 
meets her to find out 
how she wound up 

m Sonning Common 
teaching people to play 
the ukulele. 


Music has been central to Sam Brown all 
her life and her love affair with it shows no 
sign of waning. 


sams talent was clear from the outset. 

At the age of five she learned to play the 
piano. As a young teenager she was writing 
songs and doing backing vocals and 
voice-overs on TV and radio advertisements. 


At the tender age of 17 Sam left school 
and the family home in Stoke Row to move 
to London to make her living as a singer- 
songwriter. By her early 20s she was signed 
to A & M Records and had an international 
hit with the haunting ballad, Stop, in 1988. 


After producing several albums, she began 
touring with Pink Floyd in 1994, and later, 


with jazz and blues musician, Jools Holland, 
with whom she did up to 200 live and 
recorded shows a year as a lead vocalist. 


sam left Jools Holland in 2006, a year after 
moving to Sonning Common, where she 
currently lives with her family in Wood Lane. 


Today she is inspiring a new generation of 
musicians, teaching people from all walks 
of life to play the ukulele. 


sam Brown's International Ukulele Clulo 

of Sonning Common was launched in 
september 2010. It grew from a handful of 
friends asking her to teach them the ukulele 
in her front room, to a 40-strong group of 
enthusiastic ukulele players who meet in 
Nettlebed Village Hall every week. 


“The name of the club is a bit of a joke,” 
admits Sam. “It’s not really an international 
club although we do have one French 
woman in the group. 


“We have had all sorts of people join us: 

a prison governor, an embalmer, a florist, 
jourmalist, club Owner, accountant, IT 
specialist, a hyonotherapist and a couple of 
retired gents. 


“The ukulele is a really straightforward 
instrument to learn to play from scratch and 
it has such a happy sound, which | think 
really appeals to people.” 


SO far, Sam has run four ukulele Courses and 
is currently planning her fiffh. Her courses 
are becoming so popular that she now 
needs to start another group. 


At the end of every 1 1-week course there 
is a gig. Club members have played at a 
number of venues locally, including a sola- 





out gig at the Kenton Theatre in Henley in 
December. Sam has also run a number 
of charity events and is hoping to do a 
concert in Sonning Common. 


sam is the daughter of Sixties guitarist Joe 
Brown, who is probably best known for the 
hit song, Picture of You. Joe often puts in 

a guest appearance playing the ukulele 
at Sam’‘s gigs. Her late mother, Vicki, was 

a top backing vocalist from the Seventies 
onwards, who inspired Sams love of music. 





CallMy Driver); 


s < A dangerous journey from Crowsley : Salisiisatek tree - | 
Priencily & Rellanie Way tothe Co-op inWoodLane — fiifeisismulemiar= | 
ea ea Taxi Service | sagistatwenateian BR 
Decorating to Complete Home Improvements 3 | moved into Sonning Common just over two years ago. | thought | would Wilikefel= Oralahics 


like to travel around on my scooter, as | am disabled, to find out about 


Sonning Common Based In Son nl ng Com mon 7 the village. | found that the footpaths were not suitable and the roads too ; For the first time that anyone can 


Tel: 0118 9721442 or Mobile: 07920 092875 narrow and foo busy to travel on. There were no access points fromthe | [BRUCE MCT Rae fel TiS 





Website: www.mebsdecorplus.co.uk 


liat=m ole lia mere) l ator] BY\/aleme(o\(-mant-me]|ame||(e\iie|arer= 
to buy the tree; The Tree Barn at Christmas 
‘@xo}nalaare)am arene (o\.-mpal-mem(el(e(-melyorel0 la) Mmiar= 


Email: mebs.decorplus@btopenworld.com () ] 1 5 6 6 8 8 a / / : kerb to the road and cars were often parked across the dropped kerbs. : tree outside the village hall. 
: | also found that the shops could not give access to scooters, although the : | would like to thank the following for their help: 


shopkeepers were very helpful and also other shoppers. | got an eleciric 
wheelchair when | came out of hospital with one less leg. | then could not get out 
of my chair on my own and found there were hedges over footpaths, dog poo on 











| | | | | : Bonrcicakecnmniaentcnimutem itketi 
: the paths, telegraph poles in the way and bins on dustbin collection day. : 
ID) IK = | Gl Property Consultants : me a discount for the baubles and tinsel; Rob 
; : Sol now have to have someone with me. The doctor has to come out to see me. 
WU e lt S Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments : eee | | | | RDI) SSS Musca Seu lhe estas 
| have to change fo a manual wheelchair to go to the dentist.My wife has to push — : Maxon elreniire (=o aX-Kelel sie (-W ie niCKelmatelimeli(ex= 


Valuations, Rent Reviews, Lease Renewals : me and this is too much for her on the rough pavements. folarelia-Kelatea\aantellKe olatelm avon ovel(ohelmia(- unk 


2 O Yea cS EX pe rlence LY ; h , | think the councillors should have a run around on a disabled scooter to see for | Gwyn en who played the Pane sarah Sayer 
: : | ) : th hat h t t ith. WV/alom ©) Ko)V/(0(=1e Mere] (=e al-m ele liao (=11, a7 are) 
B ric kWwo rk - Exte NSIONS | g O O 5 aii aaa ia has helped in ways too many to mention; the 
e r e S S : GEORGE ROPE children who decorated the tree and the older 
= 1 : georope@gmail.com boys who thought it was uncool to decorate 


ante Vere and much more George Chilvers and Nigel Price FRICS : EES ee eee TREE N OR TCT EME SST eee CN ERED ee ON RET eA TEE OEE TE TREE TEN OE a ey ae Nee EP HOT een CTE eee EEO RIOR STO 3 (o/avom (ele) <-lomeli(=\mlal-mi(aioe 


One little girl said to me. “It is the most 


Call Daren on 07951 736745 0118 947 4600 Nottrakwire SING TO helo the beautiful tree that | have ever seen”. | suspect 


for a FREE ESTIMATE www.highmoorcross.co.uk this might be because the only thing missing 


so C | LJ OD OC Na (e@| Ise fA QO O from the tree is the kitchen sink! Thank you. Nn 





CHRISSIE PHILLIPS-TILBURY 





; : j \ : Elaine Williams and | would like to thank all those members of the 
CURTAI NS, , : community who supported Nottakwire’s two Christmas Concerts in 


‘BLINDS, PELMETS. : December. We very much appreciate your interest and support and Dogs need TO be 


would like to let you Know that, as a result of full audiences on both 


TIE BAC KS ETC. : days across the concert weekend, we were able to donate £400 to Ke oT U nder control | 


x 


Want to look and feel great!! 
Try Pilates — controlled, yet gentle exercise 


Classes in Sonning Common area 


Including. Ante and Post Natal ALL AT COMPETITIVE the new Club SC. The cheque wee icra? to youth workers and On Sunday 27 November at about 1.30pm, 
: some members of Club SC at our first meeting of the New Year, on > mvson was walking up the footpath 
| S y g up p 
ye i Maresh / a PRICE. 13 January. We hope that, as a result of this gift, the young people between Peppard Road and Blounts Court 
Max 12 a pattie (6 in Preanency “ asses) CALL CAROLINE ON , of the village will become aware that older residents recognise the : Road when he was bitten on the leg by a 
Private sessions also available 0118 954 2448 : needs of younger members of our community and are happy to : small black dog as it was being walked with 
PE a Se ee ee ;, support them. We wish the Club SC well in its first full year and will : a@german shepherd type dog. The incident 
= 1 wi - FRember oO WY LOMO! Fieces SSOCiH Hon : : . . . 
Ring 07789 717017 or email chris@timedollates.co.uk OR | . follow progress with interest. 3 occurred without warning or provocation. 


Website at waw timed oilates.co.uk 


0781 561 0007 


: : T.V. & VIDEO 
AUSPIN RERTAL to all members of ee _ 


RADIO & T.V. Nottakwire who work so 


SALES / SERVICES : hard throughout the year. 
| : a - You really are a brilliant 
@ & ae 3 | REPAI RS TO : group of lovely people! 


DOMESTIC APPLIANCES Yours very sincerely, 


MARGARET MOOLA 


KIDMORE END 0118 972 3098 : eee ee | ~ | ci : CATHERINE DORMER 


| hope that the woman who was walking the dogs 
will see this letter, so that she is aware that the 





Elaine and | would also like to express sincere thanks to all those who 
stewarded and served refreshments for us once again. It is because of ; 
bite was severe enough to cause bleeding and 

the willing support we receive that we are able to continue to entertain "bruising — even though my son was somewhat 
our patrons and raise funds for the local community. a" : protected by the fact that he was wearing jeans. 

' | believe that comment was made that the dog 
doesn't usually behave like that, and that it had 
received alll its jabs. Were we supposed to be 
reassured by this? 


Lastly a huge “Thank you" 





| would like to know that this ‘first time’ incident has 
prompted the responsible owner to buy a muzzle 
for their dog. If it has happened once it is likely to 
happen again, and it could be much worse for 
the victim next time. 
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The decision of Ros Varnes 

to step aside from the task 

of editing this magazine has 
set me thinking about other 
editors | have worked with — 
and suffered under — during a 
long career as a hack. The first 
rejoiced under the Dickensian 
surname of Tunks and he ruled 
the Slough Observer with the 
proverbial rod of iron when | 
joined as a junior reporter in 
the summer of 1972. 


One of his many virtues as an 
editor was that he had no friends 
that anyone knew of, which 
meant he did not care whose 
toes he stamped on. His one care 


Is vt 


What does being the editor of 
Sonning Common Magazine 
involve? That’s the question the 
magazine committee have 
asked me fo answer in the 
hope of encouraging someone 
to replace me as editor. 


The first thing to say is that it’s 
rewarding to be involved with an 
organisation which is so actively 
involved with the life of this 
community. | truly believe Sonning 
Common is a special place which 
has managed to retain a strong 
sense of community spirit, which 
some would say is the exception to 
the rule in today’s world. 


This can only be down to the 
people who live here and their 
willingness to engage with one 
another and, as we offen see, put 
themselves out for other people. 


Reflecting community life through 
the magazine, | think helos to 
strengthen our sense of community 
and is an important source of local 
information for residents. 


ZZ 


was the paper and its contents. 
He hated mistakes — 

| remember him hurling a 
screwed-up sheet of copy at the 
cringing journalist responsible for it, 
yelling “Slough GrammeR, Slough 
GrammeRk, | suppose you went to 
Slough GrammeER School, 

did you?” 


From Slough | graduated to 

the BBC radio newsroom at 
Broadcasting House, where the 
editor was a man with the foulest 
tongue | have ever encountered. 
Fortunately he rarely entered the 
newsroom, preferring to rage and 
booze in his office. On one New 
Year's Day he burst in demanding 


sonning Common Magazine has 
continually evolved since its launch 
in the early 80s. It is now distributed 
to nearly 2,000 homes by a team 
of 70 or so volunteers; managed 
by a volunteer committee of eight 
people; supported by a six-strong 
editorial team; and paid for by 
around 90 local advertisers. 


Essentially, the editor has overall 
responsibility for the content of the 
32-page bi-monthly magazine. 


The content of each edition is 
normally divided equally between 
editorial and advertising material. 
The editor is responsible for ensuring 
the 16 editorial pages are filled, 
which includes the front cover. 


A professional graphic designer is 
employed to lay out all the pages 
to an agreed design brief. The 
editor provides the designer with 
a page plan for each edition, 
detailing where news and pictures 
should go. 


The creation of sections within 
the magazine - for example, 


to know why Radio Three had 
led its news summary on the 
OBE given to the creator of the 
TV puppet Basil Brush, instead of 
the arty types the network should 
have concentrated on. His 
expletive-laden rant collapsed 
ona cry of “Boom, Boom” from 
one of the desks. 


One of my many regrets in life 
is that | have never been head- 
hunted. The nearest | came 
was being taken to lunch by Sir 
Max Hastings, then editor of the 
Evening Standard. He said he 
wanted me to write a weekly 
column on outdoors matters — 
fishing, growing veg, throttling 


community news, noticeboard, 
youth zone, letters - makes devising 
the page plan easier since much of 
the proposed editorial material will 
naturally slot into these categories. 


An important develooment within 
the magazine in recent years has 
been the launch of an editorial 
group fo help with planning and 
providing the editorial content. 
This group is a vital support to the 
editor, providing not only some of 
the copy and pictures, but ideas 
and a range of perspectives. 


Editorial material comes from 

a range of sources; some is 
proactively researched and written 
by members of the editorial group, 
while other contributions are made 
by individuals or community 
groups. IN my experience there has 
never been a shortage of material; 
the challenge is fitting if all in! 


After the contributions have 

been edited, they are ordered, 
according to the page plan, and 
sent off to be designed. Following 
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muntiac deer and so on. | was 
very excited for a week, until Max 
wrote saying his features editor 
had threatened to resign if my 
column went ahead. 


Ros Varnes has been gentler, 
kinder and more complimentary 
than any other editor | have 
known — but no less effective for 
that. I'll miss her. 


that, two sets of proofs are 
returned for checking and proof- 
reading by a small team. 


The editor's role is time-consuming; 
| will not pretend otherwise. 
However, it is also rewarding and 
enjoyable and | know, from the 
feedback | have had, how much 
people appreciate having the 
magazine. 


For someone with time on their 
hands who wants to get more 
involved with community life and 
would relish a new challenge, 

this could be the ideal role. Or, it 
may be worth considering joining 
the editorial group to see, at first 
hand, what the work involves 
without having the responsibility of 
being editor. 


Whatever you are willing or able to 
do, you will be making an important 
contribution to the village. This 
magazine belongs to all of us and 
its success is in Our hands. 


ROS VARNES 








This magazine 
urgently needs 
an editor 
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Do you know someone that needs care? 


Our Sonning Common team offers specialist Live-in Care, 
enabling those who wish to remain within the comfort of 
their own home the opportunity to do so. 





Living one-to-one support our Live-in Carers are able to balance 
independent living with bespoke care needs by assisting with: 


* personal care * companionship »* housekeeping —- 
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Find out how we can help you, please call 
0808 180 1023 or visit www.helpinghands.co.uk 


Helping Hand 


Established since 1989 


An Accountant That Will Save You Time 
& Paper Work 
Specialising in South Oxfordshire and Reading 


r JOHN QUINN BUILDERS 
Easter Barn Sonning Common R64 ONL 
« Self-Assessments + Accounts 


« Business Advice » Payroll 
+ Corporation Tax Returns. » VAT 


Small/Large House extensions 
Interior Alterations/Loft Conversions 
Exterior Buildings/ Brickwork, Patios 
Very Competitively Priced 
Free estimates/Surveys 
Loft Conversions 
Friendly Family Business established 40 years 
07850 720492/01189 724072 


Excellent customer service & free initial consultation 
Call Keith Jefferies on 0118 9722611 of 07749 415264 
Email: Keith Jefferies @jcslimited.co.uk 

Www. pcslimited.co.uk 


Rocky, who was named by Harvey Phipps in Year Two, can often be seen being carried 
around the school in a blue, woollen hat by Forest Camp leader Philipjfoa Byrne. 


Philippa said: “Although Rocky is very cute he is difficult to look after and needs lots of 
attention. | have to make sure he is kept warm and exposed to light for 16 hours a day 


or he will attempt to hibernate. 


“African pygmy hedgehogs do not make suitable pets and we have to give Rocky 
extra-special care. He can be quite grumpy at times although you wouldn't think it to 
look at him!” 
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| was nervous about it - what if the nurses 
were uncharacteristically horrible or | 
managed to mess up whatever menial 
task I'd be doing and kill someone? 
My imagination was in overdrive and | was 
seriously regretting choosing a placement 
that had so many risk factors. 


| doubt I'll ever forget how to make beds 
with ‘hospital corners’ - the ward clerk 
was really friendly, taught me how to 
make hospital beds and the art of the 
morning tea. 


l.was sad to say goodbye to some 

of the patients — | got the chance to 
talk to some of the patients and it was 
fascinating listening to their life stories. 
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Blounts Court Road £699,950 
Detached family home built to a high 


specification one year ago on the edge of the 


village with a wonderful southerly outlook. 





Wood Lane £595,000 

Older style detached family home, well 
presented and extended to provide four 
bedrooms and four reception rooms. 


who lives in the village | 





tells her story of work experience | 


| saw how the system worked - the nurses 
and other staff made the utmost effort to 
involve me where they could, sitting in on 
a meeting which involved senior staff as 
well as several people from other aspects 
of the NHS. 


No-one minded me being there - 

| soent some time in the Minor Injuries 
department of the hospital observing a 
small boy with a playground accident, 
to a builder, to an older woman, all with 
different levels of wounds. 


| felt like a proper doctor - lining up the 
x-ray tube for both patients and the 
radiologist giving me details of different 
sorts of fractures and breakages. 


Overall, | had a really enjoyable week 
at Townlands and would definitely 
recommend it to anyone interested in 
pursuing Medicine as a career. 


For more information on our 
full range of properties or to 

book a free valuation of your 
home, please contact us on 


0118 924 25 26 


Email info@beville.co.uk 
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Woodlands Road £635,000 

Spacious detached family home, offering five 
bedrooms and three reception rooms, situated 
in a quiet, no through lane close to open fields. 





Peppard Road £310,000 


Recently refurbished three bedroom detached 


bungalow with garage and secluded rear garden. 


Appletree Close £250,000 

Two bedroom semi detached bungalow, 
presented in good order and set in a quiet cul de 
sac within easy walking of village amenities. 


THAMES VALLEY GYMNASTICS CLUB 

Bird Wood Court 3 ; ~ 

Peppard Road a on EE 
Sonning Common : He athe 


(Registered Charity No. 1062939) DOMESTH —— 7 = 48 — 
Registered Charity No. 10¢ instauier |=) we. Master Fit Servicing gS 


Modern Gymnastics facility with “state of the art” equipment i eset ouva dealer established for over 50 years! 
and dance studio Fully qualified (Part P reg) electrician f f 7 
 Elite/Competitive squad coaching to Regional/National levels es 


® General Gymnastics classes for Boys/Girls - all ages/abilities PI umbing Kitchens and bathrooms 


@ Pre-School programmes Landscaping and fencing 
# Ballet Classes | 
# Play Gym for the Under 5s (Tuesday & Thursday a.m.) 
Gym Birthday Parties 
# Room for hire 
For further information, please call in or telephone Sonning Common Vauxhall . 
Kevin Cassidy, Club Manager, on 0118 972 4401 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading | www.sonningcommonvauxhall.com 


CARPET FITTER 


Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist 
Underlays & Fixings Supplied 
Re-Adaptions & Restretches 
Measuring, Estimating & Planning 
Carpets Vinyl Amtico Kamdean 





including Parts, Labour & VAT 


Price guarantee, we'll match 
ANY price quoted locally 
like for like. with ANY MasterFit Service 





ited a 7:V =| Me feletet-ye] 


TEL: 0118 901 1777 / MOB: 07841 586003 


Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm e Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm ¢ Sun CLOSED 














sTelalalialemOreliiliile) am ad-) a Or: la 
SHARP BUILDING SERVICES At Home Pet Care 


when you are on holiday or at work 


6 Dean & Milward 


insurance brokers & financial advisers 
3 Market Place Mews Henley-on-Thames 
Tel: 01491 578259 Fax: 01491 410597 








: 143 Cats 7 
The local builder for all your building work: a 
Daily visits to clean, feed and pamper Py. Ye, 
Vi Oto f | n S U fa Nn ce Over 200 happy customers in EXTENSIONS Small Pets 


It really is worthwhile asking us for a quote ALTERATIONS Home visits to care for your Rabbits, 


Sonning Common, 
Guinea Pigs, Hampsters ,etc 


Instant Professional Save | REPAIRS Walkin: 

SERVICE MONEY Milo and Michael Harper TILING et Mctnlmnctaatea- fe 

eS REG Y zs Regular or occasional walks | 

MEMBER OF _ "8 
arovusnen % TIB —— Phone Steve on: Puppy Visits % | 

; womeatwent 2 Si | To feed, play, toilet break and clean up > 
govalooog THE INSTITUTE OF Milo Technical Support 07887 986446 / 01189 724880 4 es a Me ee - 

| INSURANCE BROKERS | ? | | Please call Alison for further information 
0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road Tel 0118 9722948 / 07787 114536 





bespoke kitchens AWARD WINNING CARING HOMES FOR OLDER PEOPLE CARING HOMES 


We have moved to our new 
larger improved showroom at: 
Wyevale Hare Hatch 

Garden Centre 

Bath Road 

Hare Hatch 

ieee 

Berkshire RG10 9SW 


Telephone: 0118 $940 6600 

Fax: 0118 940 6622 
Email: 

henley @ optiplankitchens.co.uk 
Website: ; Jo 7 _ = | na ~ ~ ————————— 
www.optiplankitchens.co.uk a a. ee |? | ad a Sg c, ABBEYCREST CARE HOME ¢ New Development With Established Care Team 


ibaa anal . SS a ae ee Sonning Common, Reading RG4 9RG hae 
Monday — Saturday | \ = ii = ¢ Individual Tailored Plan 
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9:00am — 5:00pm | | — ) eee | Abbeycrest is a stunning new care home from the Caring ¢ Permanent & Respite 
Sundays & Bank Holidays ‘cai ie ; oe i tik, a1 Homes family. Located in the tranquil village of Sonning © Garden Rooms 

by appointment only = Ew —__ . ff { BB: Jf <a — | = '? he — Common, in the heart of the Chilterns, Abbeycrest 
La = | — a : provides exceptional residential, nursing, and dementia . 


En Suite Bedrooms 


Restaurant Standard Cuisine 


# 13 Full displays ied | -| oe — ~~ 
contemporary and traditional : ‘ eS 6 = a ae 


care for elderly ladies and gentlemen. The home offers a ° Specialist Care Design Features 


i = Mh 


| “ae f. delightful living environment that promotes 
ci bess ; = anuts urer al ns ‘ier — | aT Lew Fac - Rate e fr e Pay 7 : LO ry 7 - ‘. ° ‘ F 
Granite, Caesarstone, Solid ae saci ae elaiana ; asia Men oe ne oss a | independence, assists orientation and provides light, 
‘listers Etats La miles Worktops TVW) Wn AUT OT TVPSESUPET STS TOAD ea IMENTS Meee bd ¥ mle OT ALT 
‘ sielaeariarea on-the-spot Giuote Granite and Corian Worktop Specialists 


* De Dietrich Appliance centre «Project Managed Installation Service «Faciory Visits Welcome 
‘20 Year Guarantee on Furniture Over 717,000 satisfied customers in this area 
* Bosch Appliance centre established 1964 


¢ Abbeycrest Living Events & Activities 
¢ Hospitality & Wellbeing Services 


e Displays featuring 


bright, homely accommodation. 


Freephone 0808 137 1479 a = WAWAW Ars] dave late) aal=s-Ke) ce! 








British Legion - Tea dance 
Village Hall 
2-4om 


FISH - Pub lunch 
11.30am 


Nottakwire practice 
Village Hall 
9.45am 


Chiltern Edge Horticultural 
Society - “Fascinating 
world of orchids”. 
Peppard War Memorial Hall 
7.30pm 


Sonning Common Parish 
Council 

Village Hall 

8pm 


FISH - Garden Centre Visit 
1.30om 


Sonning Common Women’s 
Institute - Researching 
Family History with Tony 
Weston. Visitors welcome 
Village Hall 

7.300mM 


British Legion - Tea dance 
Village Hall 
2 -4om 


FISH - Pub lunch 
11.30am 


Nottakwire practice 
Village Hall 
9.45am 


Chiltern Edge Horticultural 
Society - “All you want to 
know about fuchsias” 
Peppard War Memorial Hall 
7.30pm - Yom 


British Legion - Tea dance 
Village Hall 
2 - 4om 


FISH - Garden Centre Visit 
1.30om 


Sonning Common 
Women’s Institute - Annual 
General Meeting 

Village Hall 

7.30pm 


British Legion - Tea dance 
Village Hall 
2 - 4om 


FISH runs regular shopping trios to Tesco in Henley and Reading town centres. 


For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986. 


Nottakwire practice 
Village Hall 
9.45am 


Sonning Common Parish 
Council 

Village Hall 

7.30EmM 


Nottakwire practice 
Village Hall 
9.45am 


British Legion - Tea dance 
Village Hall 
2 - 4pm 


Chiltern Edge Horticultural 


Society - 53rd Annual 
Spring Flower Show 
Chiltern Edge School 
2.300mM 


Developments 





(% Stone 


Roc Ald Viv Hasalsling Revuinements 


extensions, re | ul hs pen l i I Ik dec TE rig 


COMSETWWAWEeS wall & floor tiling 


renting, euwltering wok A laminate foonng 


eottits, fascias cuinden munienence, fencing, 


*s # 6 @ 6 


new kitchens, new bahirooms sheds, decking ete 


Contact: James Stone Free 


fel: OF 97) S54 680hb SOL LE YF F200) 


Email: jamest? stone pies .orangchome,co.uk Estima tes 


& Beech Risc, Sonning Common, Roi 9 


ajeze001 " 
: , Mazring Seorvice, 
 aheives, Tatiatops, 

d Unita, Lend Lighia, 


Fed Up With Call Centres 
Barres 


Mark & Helen 


Insurance 


Richards 


Your Local Insurance Brokers 


For The Unusual 


& The Usual 





Let Us Take Care Of Your Insurance 
-House & Contents « Business « Liabilities 
* Travel * Landlords « Professional Indemnity 
*Horse - Shops « Sickness / Accident 
Commercial / Unusual Vehicle 
If It's Not listed We Still Can Help 
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome 
O17T8 924 2603 
mail: info@barrs-insurances.co.uk 
wwwbarrs-insurance.co.uk 
Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 3JT 
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Pawecia &., 


Wor kehop: Unit ia, Manor eers “a Pe 1p par 4d Com 
Fax: 01491 629904 Email: henleyala 


Soria arid tivities rivicg 


Come & Experience authentic 
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine 


OG CCL LGGLE 


* Fully Air-Conditioned 
* Large Groups Catered For 


21 Wood Lane 
Sonning Common 
0118 972 3104 / 972 1054 


S J HINTON 


Carpenter & Joiner 


All carpentry work undertaken 
MDF built-in furniture a speciality 
Quality craftsmanship 


Telephone Steve on: 0118 972 3602 
Mobile: 07887 653866 


* Open 7 


Days a Week 


TAKE-AWAY MENU 
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders 





12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059 
WANA asxoualalinrcxexolanlaaroya] 9\=r-Weia Aeron] < 


* MANICURE »¢ PEDICURE 


* ORGANIC FACIALS 


* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS 
* WAXING * LASH AND BROW TREATMENTS 
* SPRAY TANNING * MAKE-UP * MASSAGE 
* BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 


Gift Vouchers Available 
Some reduced price treatments available each 
week please ring to check availablity 








EDS School of Motorins | 


0118 972 3349 / 0794 057 9018 
edsschooloimotoring@yahoo.co.uk 
fees. Creating 
faisan good safe 
drivers 
for life 


. nobleintentions 
* landscape garden design 


Professional 
advice, design & 
planting for your 
garden. 


Call Gail Noble 
on 0118 972 3214 


www.noble-intentions.com 





Canine Hydrotherapy Centre 


Rehabilitation for pre or post operative/ injury 


To improve mobility in the older dog 

To improve general condition and fitness 
Weight management 

To improve mental well-being & quality of life 
To increase muscle mass, tone & stamina 
Fun! A great way to exercise your dog 


Largest pool in the area Fully Insured 
Qualified staff NARCH & CHA Registered 
Shower and Drying facilities | Recognised by Pet Insurers 


‘Weddings Funerals 
Hand-Tied Cif Bouquets 


| PA i 


| i =< f 4 
- Li = rh 2 


National & Snternational Deliveries 
Feally Qualified Flovis! Free Local Helivery 


# 


42 Wood Lane ® Sonning Common ® RG4 9SL 
0118 972 1240 0777 179 0916 


We turn feelin gs inte aes 





Doggy Dips 


Doggy Day Care 


Home alone is no place for a dog for long periods 
of time so at Doggy Day Care we ensure that 
your dog has a fun time when you are unable to 
be with them. Your dog will be walked, played 
with, fed and allowed to curl up for a sleep. 


Doggy Behaviour Correction 


We offer a one-one service to help you correct 
poor and unacceptable behaviour. We have 
many years experience in dealing with 
behaviour correction so if it’s constant barking, 
lead pulling, aggression or some other problem, 
call us for a chat or simply pop in to the Centre. 


0118 972 4849 
Unit 1 Kidby’s Yard = 28 Kennylands Road = Sonning Common # Reading * RG4 9JT 


www.doggydips.co.uk 


